The Global Impact of Cutting
Trees: Why India Matters

Forests are the lungs of our planet, essential for life. This presentation
explores the worldwide crisis of deforestation, spotlighting India's critical role
and the urgent need for action.
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Forests Under Threat: A Global

Snapshot

Our planet's vital forest ecosystems are disappearing at an alarming rate.

Each year, vast areas of crucial woodlands are lost, impacting global climate,

water cycles, and biodiversity.

Annual Forest Loss

The world loses approximately
10 million hectares of forest
annually, an area roughly the
size of Iceland, according to the
UN FAO.

Ecological Pillars

Forests are indispensable,
storing immense amounts of
carbon, regulating essential
water cycles, and sustaining a
diverse array of life forms
worldwide.

Net Global Decline

Since 2000, the global net forest
loss has averaged 4.7 million
hectares per year, signifying a
continuous decline despite
reforestation efforts.
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Deforestation Hotspots: A
World in Red

This map illustrates regions where forest loss is most severe,
with India emerging as a critical area requiring immediate
attention.
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India’s Forest Loss: The Numbers That

Shock

India, a nation with immense biodiversity and a rapidly growing economy,

faces significant deforestation challenges. The environmental costs are
substantial and far-reaching.

2.31M

Hectares Lost

From 2001 to 2024,
India lost 2.31 million
hectares of tree cover,

representing 7.1% of its
forest area recorded in
2000.

1.29GT

CO, Emissions

This extensive
deforestation released
1.29 gigatons of CO,
equivalent emissions,
significantly
contributing to global
climate change.

80%

Infrastructure
Driven

Over 80% of India’s
annual tree cover loss is
attributed to
infrastructure
expansion, highlighting
a major conflict
between development
and conservation.

The rapid pace of development in India puts immense pressure on its natural

forests, leading to irreversible ecological damage.
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Global vs. India’'s Share of Annual Deforestation

While India's share of global annual forest loss stands at
approximately 2.3%, its impact is magnified by its high
population density and unique ecosystems.

Major global contributors like Brazil, Indonesia, and the
Democratic Republic of Congo account for a larger share,
yet India's rapid urbanization and agricultural expansion

continue to drive significant forest clearing.

B ndia

Other
Countries

B Brazil B Indonesia & DR Congo
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Why Is India Losing So Many Trees?

Agriculture Expansion Infrastructure Growth Urbanization Surge

To feed a growing population, an Large-scale projects including Rapid urbanization has led to a
estimated 300 million shifting . highways, railways, and dams . 184% increase in urban areas in

cultivators practice slash-and-burn are frequently approved, leading ecologically sensitive regions like the
farming, clearing forests for to extensive forest land clearing Himalayan and Western Ghats

temporary agricultural plots. across the country. between 1975-2015.

Commercial logging and mining operations further exacerbate the problem, contributing significantly to the irreversible loss of India's
precious forest cover.
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The Ripple Effects of Deforestation in
India

The loss of forests in India triggers a cascade of environmental and social
consequences, threatening both nature and human well-being.

—_— ) —

Wildlife Loss

Deforestation destroys habitats, leading to a dramatic decline in iconic
species like the Bengal tiger, whose population dropped significantly.

—_———

Water Crisis

Forest loss severely impacts hydrological cycles, reducing groundwater
recharge and intensifying both droughts and devastating floods.

—

Climate Impact

The removal of forests, critical carbon sinks, leads to increased
greenhouse gas emissions, accelerating climate change at a local and
global level.

Human Cost

Indigenous communities, deeply reliant on forests, suffer the loss of
livelihoods, traditional knowledge, and cultural heritage.
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Interactive Moment:
What Would You Choose?

Option A: Expand Infrastructure Option B: Protect Forests

Prioritize economic growth through aggressive Prioritize environmental preservation and biodiversity
infrastructure development, even if it means converting conservation, even if it means slowing down certain
more forest land. development projects.

Consider the long-term consequences of each choice for India and the planet.
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Can India Turn the Tide?

Despite past trends, there is hope for India to reverse deforestation through policy changes, national programs, and community-led
initiatives.

Policy Reform Opportunity 1

While government approvals for deforestation surged
post-2000, a 65% approval rate indicates significant
room for more robust policy reforms and stricter 2 National Green Initiatives
environmental assessments.
India is actively implementing national programs

focused on large-scale afforestation and promoting
Community Success Stories 3 sustainable land use practices across various states.

Inspiring examples of community forest management
and eco-tourism initiatives are successfully preserving
crucial habitats and empowering local populations.
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The Future of Forests is in Our Hands

Forests are indispensable for climate stability, biodiversity, and the well-being of all humanity. India's commitment to sustainable
practices will profoundly shape global environmental health.

© Call to Action:

Support sustainable development, invest in reforestation efforts, and practice responsible consumption to protect our
invaluable planet for future generations.
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